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It had precisely the opposite effect. It played into the
hands of the Girondins who wanted war, and lashed into
fury the extreme republicans who were against it. Un-
fortunately Leopold died in 1792 (i March), and in the same
month Louis formed a Girondin ministry, the portfolio of
the interior being given to the husband of Madame Roland,
and that of foreign affairs to the able but unscrupulous
Dumouriez. At the latter's bidding the King announced
to the Assembly amid immense enthusiasm that he had
declared war on Austria (10 April 1792).
The declaration was immediately followed by an attack
upon the Austrian Netherlands, but the French troops fled
in panic, and murdered their own generals. This initial
fiasco confirmed the prevailing notion that the war would
be over in a few weeks, that the disciplined Germans would
sweep aside the armed mob opposed to them, that the allies
would march straight on Paris, rescue the French royal
family, and restore tranquillity to France.
Such anticipations were absurdly wide of the mark. The
failure of French arms served only to inflame the passions
MOB RULE of the mob against the King, and still more
IN PARIS         against the Queen. The Court party was
denounced as the ' Austrian Committee '; the King's Body
Guard guaranteed by the Constitution was dismissed ; the
dregs of the populace were armed with pikes, and insults
were daily offered to the Queen. On 20 June a mob of
armed ruffians burst into the palace of the Tuileries, and
for four hours surged round the King. The lives of the
King and Queen were saved only by their own calm and
dignified courage. This outrage roused the Constitution-
alists in defence of the Crown, and produced a decided
though transient reaction. Lafayette left his troops on
the frontier, and hurried back to Paris to defend the King.
But the Jacobins flouted his demands, the King mis-
trusted his goodwill, and things rapidly went from bad to
worse.
On ii July, after a speech of fiery eloquence from Ver-
gniaud, the Assembly declared that the country was in